ALFRED NOBEL'S YOUTH
were on your way to Italy, on a steamer from Copenhagen."
Assuming that the dates are correct, Alfred's stay in America
cannot have been a very long one, and to judge by a youthful
poem to which we shall refer again he seems to have spent most
of his time in Paris. On his return home he, like his two elder
brothers, was employed in his fathers factory in Petersburg, and
in January, 1856, the latter wrote to Ahlsell: ".Another thing
I have to be thankful for is that Ludwig's health is restored, and
that he is consequently able to relieve me considerably in our
numerous and arduous businesses. I wish that my dear industrious
Alfred were also restored to health, as Ludwig is. That would
be a great joy to us all, because both we parents and his brothers
value him very highly, for his knowledge and his tireless industry,
which is irreplaceable/'
Such are the few certain data that we have about him in the
'fifties, this being the least known period of his life. According
to ordinary accounts " he was generally travelling." According
to the Nordische Familienbuch, " he studied his profession in
several foreign laboratories, working with Professor Pelouze in
Paris amongst others, where he had special opportunities of
investigating nitro-glycerine and other explosives." The latter
statement is, as we shall see, certainly wrong, for it was not until
later that he began to interest himself in nitro-glycerine. The
most complete information that we have is contained in an article
in the Nineteenth Century of 1898 : " Immanuel Nobel's pet idea
at the time seems, however, to have been that steam could be
superseded by heated air. He thought that it would be well to
have one of his sons thoroughly trained to carry out this idea,
and as pudwig had become almost indispensable at the engineer-
ing works, and Robert was still abroad, he decided in 1850 to
send Alfred, who was then sixteen years of age, to the United
States to study under the well-known Swedish engineer, John
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